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Sir: 



The benefit of the filing dates of the following prior foreign applications filed in the 
following foreign country was requested by applicants on December 14, 2001 for the 
above-identified application: 

Country A pplication Number Filing Date 

Japan 2000-388,304 December 21, 2000 

Japan 2001-266,928 September 4, 2001 

In support of this claim, certified copies of the Japanese Applications are enclosed 
herewith. 
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